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●	 Just one in five designers are women. The percentage of women working in design has risen just four per cent  
 since 2004 and women are under-represented in all design disciplines, including architecture, civil engineering,  
 town planning, software design, fashion and product design. 

Source: ONS survey for Design Museum, 2018 
https://www.dezeen.com/2018/12/05/design-museum-research-women-design-uk/

●	Safe, inclusive and well-planned public spaces, infrastructure, urban services, and transport can reduce  
 violence and harassment that women and girls face and increase access to economic opportunities. 

Source: Violence against Women and Girls, Infrastructure and Cities Briefing Paper, ICED, 2017 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/620485/
Infrastructure-Cities-briefing-note.pdf

●	The city of Vienna is identified as a model city for gender-mainstreaming, having incorporated this practice into  
 the workings of the city since the early 1990s. A number pilot projects in planning (both housing and urban space)  
 have been carried out. 

Sources: How to design a city for women, Clare Foran, Citylab 2013 
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/09/how-design-city-women/6739/

Vienna manual for gender mainstreaming in urban planning and development  
https://www.wien.gv.at/stadtentwicklung/studien/pdf/b008358.pdf

●	A study in rural New South Wales, Australia looked at the housing-related aspirations of older women who were  
 not home owners. In design terms, green space and the ability to accommodate visiting family members  
 were identified.

Source: Sandy Darab, Yvonne Hartman & Louise Holdsworth (2017): What women want: single older women and 
their housing preferences, Housing Studies, DOI: 10.1080/02673037.2017.1359501 http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/0267303
7.2017.1359501

Some useful sources of reference on women and design
Clara Greed - gender mainstreaming in planning toolkit  
http://eprints.uwe.ac.uk/10218/1/GenderEquality-PlanMaking.pdf

Kate Macintosh, architect  
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2015/jun/21/kate-macintosh-one-of-britains-great-unsung-architects-of-
social-housing

Kensal House 1936 
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-kensal-house-1937-online
http://www.spatialagency.net/search/?q=feminist

Women’s Design Service projects and publications. 
WDS worked from 1987  (with Wendy Davis a founder member and later director) and became dormant due to lack 
of funding in 2010. Some publications listed here https://www.wds.org.uk/pub_current.html and there are others also

Design hub  - building homes and communities  
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/browse/Design-building/
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